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Block play

Development of block building

(Hansel, 2017; Hirsch, 1984)
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Provisions for enriched block play

Posing design challenges with

children!

Design Briefs:

1. Design and engineer a marble track

- Collect materials including blocks and loose
parts

- - Engineer your design

- Test it with a marble and a popsicle stick to

push marble around track. You could even use a

golf ball or ping pong ball and straw to blow.

- Drawit!

2. Design and engineer a 3D symmetrical

building

- Explore internet for examples of human-made

symmetrical architecture for inspiration and

provocations ( e.g. Taj Mahal, Eiffel Tower)

- Have children work together with a partner or

independently on their own to represent the

design

- For older children: Draw your design first —

plan what you are going to make.

- Engineer your design

--Draw it!

Asking open-ended questions

| wonder if.....2?

What could we do

Can you find a way to......?

What would happen if.....?

Why do you think that happened
What did you notice about

J.Grimmond ©2020




Mathematics, engineering and design

Exploring symmetrical design

* Children explore symmetry by designing
reflective and rotational symmetrical
patterns with blocks

Exploring patterns

* Children explore repeating patterns with
blocks

Comparing and measuring

* Children use blocks and other materials as
measuring tools to compare lengths,
heights and widths of their designs

Project work

* Children engage in groups projects linked
to interests and themes that have emerged
through play

Representing designs

* Provide clipboards and drawing tools in
the block area for children to engage in
design and also represent their
engineering masterpieces.

* Talk about changes and modifications they
have made
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Other ideas: Use non-traditional materials
and loose parts to add to constructions and
enhance imaginative play in the block area
(e.g. tins, CDs, stones, beads, carpet squares,
material, paper rolls)

Remember to be the intentional pedagogue:
plan, scaffold learning, question and provide
thoughtful provocations!

“....the pleasure of blocks stems
primarily from the aesthetic

experience...learning results from
the imaginative activity, from the
need to pose and solve problems.
(Hirsch, 1984)

”

Resources

To find out more about some wonderful
sustainable bamboo blocks featured in the
workshop, that are designed in Australia by
Steven Kidney-Brooke visit

To order, email:
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